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	Rationale

	At Broadhempston Primary School, we believe that accurate spelling is fundamental to successful reading, writing and communication. Our spelling curriculum is carefully designed to ensure that all pupils develop the knowledge, understanding and strategies required to become confident, independent spellers who can apply their learning across the curriculum and in their own writing.

Early Spelling Development: EYFS and Year 1
In EYFS and Year 1, spelling is taught through our chosen Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) programme, Bug Club Phonics. We recognise that secure phonic knowledge forms the foundation for both reading and spelling and therefore place a strong emphasis on the explicit teaching of phoneme-grapheme correspondences from the earliest stages of learning.
In EYFS, children learn and apply:
· Phase 2 phonics
· Phase 3 phonics
· Phase 4 phonics
Through daily phonics lessons, children learn to segment words for spelling and apply their phonic knowledge in both guided and independent writing.
In Year 1, children continue to embed and secure Phase 4 phonics before learning and consolidating Phase 5 phonics. As children progress through the programme, they are taught the increasing complexity of the English spelling system, including alternative pronunciations and spellings for known phonemes.
Throughout the phonics programme, regular assessment opportunities ensure that children are closely monitored and supported to keep up with age-related expectations. Assessment information is used to identify gaps in learning and inform next steps in teaching.
Where children are identified as not keeping up with the pace of the programme, targeted intervention is provided with fidelity to the Bug Club Phonics scheme. This ensures that pupils receive timely support whilst maintaining consistency in teaching approaches and terminology.
Following the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check, children in Year 2 who have not yet secured the expected standard continue to access Bug Club Phonics teaching and intervention, where appropriate. This enables them to develop secure phonic knowledge and spelling strategies before transitioning fully to the Key Stage 2 spelling curriculum.
As children move beyond the formal phonics programme, we continue to use the Bug Club grapheme chart and associated phonics resources to support spelling for both reading and writing. This provides consistency in language and supports pupils in drawing upon previously learned phonics knowledge when tackling unfamiliar words.

Key Stage 2 Spelling
In Key Stage 2, spelling is taught through bespoke rolling programmes based upon the Spelling Shed spelling scheme. The programmes have been carefully adapted to meet the needs of our school context and pupils.
As a small rural primary school with mixed-age class structures, we recognise that pupils enter Key Stage 2 with a wide range of spelling knowledge, skills and experiences. Assessment information demonstrates that spelling attainment does not always align with chronological age, with some pupils requiring further consolidation of earlier spelling patterns whilst others are ready to access more advanced spelling concepts.

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)
Our mixed Year 3 and 4 class follows a two-year rolling spelling programme based on Stages 3 and 4 of the Spelling Shed curriculum. Rather than teaching separate year-group programmes, the curriculum has been organised around key spelling concepts, including:
· Prefixes
· Suffixes
· Homophones
· Word endings
· Spelling patterns
· Morphology and word investigation
This spiral approach ensures that pupils revisit and deepen their understanding over time whilst providing appropriate challenge and support for mixed-age learners.

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6)
Our mixed Year 5 and 6 class follows a yearly spelling programme based on the most significant spelling patterns, rules and conventions from Stages 5 and 6 of the Spelling Shed curriculum.
The programme emphasises:
· Morphology and word structure
· Etymology and word origins
· Statutory spelling patterns
· Homophones and near homophones
· Vocabulary development
· Application of spelling within writing
As pupils revisit these concepts annually, they develop increasing confidence, accuracy and independence as spellers whilst preparing for the demands of secondary education.

Teaching and Learning
Spelling lessons are delivered three times per week and follow a consistent structure:
· Teach and investigate
· Practise and apply
· Assess and review
This approach enables pupils to explore spelling patterns, practise new learning and apply spelling knowledge within meaningful contexts. Regular retrieval practice and assessment opportunities ensure that knowledge is retained and built upon over time.
The use of Spelling Shed provides clear progression, consistency of approach and comprehensive lesson materials which support teacher workload and ensure high-quality delivery. The availability of ready-made resources also enables lessons to be delivered consistently by teachers and Higher Level Teaching Assistants (HLTAs), ensuring that all pupils receive the same high-quality spelling provision regardless of the adult leading the session.

Personalised Spelling Support
Whilst whole-class teaching forms the foundation of our spelling curriculum, we recognise that some pupils require additional personalised support to address individual spelling gaps, misconceptions and errors.
To support this, Spelling Shed is supplemented by DoodleSpell.
DoodleSpell provides an adaptive and personalised learning pathway which identifies individual strengths and areas for development. The programme automatically adjusts to each pupil's current level of understanding, allowing targeted practice that complements whole-class teaching.
The use of DoodleSpell is particularly beneficial for:
· Pupils with SEND
· Pupils within the lowest 20% of attainment
· Pupils with identified spelling gaps
· Pupils requiring additional rehearsal and overlearning
· Pupils whose spelling knowledge is not yet secure despite age-related teaching
This combination of explicit whole-class teaching and personalised intervention ensures that all pupils can access age-appropriate spelling instruction whilst receiving support tailored to their individual needs.

Intended Impact
Through our whole-school approach to spelling, pupils will:
· Develop secure phonics knowledge and spelling strategies.
· Build a rich understanding of spelling patterns, rules and conventions.
· Apply spelling knowledge confidently and accurately within independent writing.
· Become increasingly reflective and self-correcting spellers.
· Make strong progress from their individual starting points.
· Leave Broadhempston Primary School as confident, fluent and independent writers who are well prepared for the next stage of their education.









	Year 2

	1 year programme

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	Spring 1

	Spring 2

	Summer 1

	Summer 2


	1
	Words where ‘dge’ makes a /j/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 1
	Words where ‘wr’ makes a /r/ sound at the beginning of words
Stage 2 – Step 7
	Words where ‘y’ makes an /igh/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 13
	Words where ‘-er’, ‘-est’ and ‘-ed’ is added to words ending in ‘e’
Stage 2 – Step 19
	Words where the digraph ‘ey’ makes an /ee/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 25

	Homophones
Stage 2 – Step 31

	2
	Words where ‘ge’ makes a /j/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 2
	Words ending in ‘le’
Stage 2 – Step 8

	Words where ‘-es’ is added to words ending in ‘y’
Stage 2 – Step 14
	Words where ‘-ing’ is added to single syllable words
Stage 2 – Step 20

	Words where ‘a’ makes an /o/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 26
	Words that are homophones or near homophones
Stage 2 – Step 32

	3
	Words where ‘g’ makes a /j/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 3
	Words ending ‘el’
Stage 2 – Step 9
	Words where ‘-ed’ is added to words ending in ‘y’
Stage 2 – Step 15
	Words where -ed is added to single syllable words
Stage 2 – Step 21
	Words where ‘or’ and ‘ar’ make an /er/ or /or/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 27
	Words ending in ‘-tion’
Stage 2 – Step 33

	4
	Words where ‘c’ makes and /s/ soud before ‘e’, ‘I’ and ‘y’
Stage 2 – Step 4
	Words ending ‘al’
Stage 2 – Step 10
	Words where ‘-er’ and ’-est’ are added to words ending in ‘y’
Stage 2 – Step 16
	Words where ‘a’ makes an /or/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 22
	Words where ‘si’ and ‘s’ makes an /zh/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 28
	Words with an apostrophe for contraction
Stage 2 – Step 34



	5
	Words where ‘kn’ and ‘gn make an /n/ sound at the beginning of words
Stage 2 – Step 5
	Words ending in ‘il’
Stage 2 – Step 11
	Words where ‘-ing’ is added to words ending in ‘e’
Stage 2 – Step 17
	Words where ‘o’ makes an /u/ sound
Stage 2 – Step 23
	Words ending in ‘-ment’ and ‘-ness’
Stage 2 – Step 29
	Words with an apostrophe for possession
Stage 2 – Step 35

	6
	Challenge words/ Assessment
Stage 2 – Step 6
	Challenge words/ assessment
Stage 2 – Step 12
	Challenge words/ assessment
Stage 2 – Step 18
	Challenge words/ assessment
Stage 2 – Step 24
	Challenge words/ assessment
Stage 2 – Step 30
	Challenge words/ assessment
Stage 2 – Step 36








	Years 3 and 4

	Year A – 2026/27

	
	Autumn 1
Focus: Prefixes
	Autumn 2
Focus: Common suffixes and word endings
	Spring 1
Focus: Homophones and near homophones
	Spring 2
Focus: Word endings and suffixes
	Summer 1
Focus: Alternative sounds
	Summer 2
Focus: Alternative spelling patterns

	1
	Prefix re-
Stage 3, Step 7
	Word endings -sure
Stage 3 Step 4
	grate/great/ main/mane, groan/grown, missed/mist, meet/meat
Stage 3 Step 17
	Words ending -al
Stage 3 Step 19
	ou making /ow/
Stage 3 Step 1
	gue and que
Stage 3 Step 27


	2
	Prefix dis- 
Stage 3, Step 8
	Words ending -ture
Stage 3 Step 5
	ball/bawl. Break/brake, male/mail, fair/fare, bury/berry
Stage 3 Step 29
	Words ending -le
Stage 3 Step 20
	ou making /u/ 
Stage 3 Step 2
	sc makes /s/
Stage 3 Step 28

	3
	Prefix mis-
Stage 3, Step 9
	Words ending -ly
Stage 3 Step 16
	accept/except, knot/not, peace/piece, plain/plane, weather/whether
Stage 4 Step 1
	Words ending -ly (-le)
Stage 3 Step 21
	y making /i/ 
Stage 3 Step 3
	ch making/sh/ 
Stage 4 Step 11 


	4
	Prefix in- 
Stage 4, Step 2
	Words ending -ing, -en and -ed
Stage 3 Step 11
	affect/effect, hear/here, who’s/whose/ seen/scene, heel/heal
Stage 4 Step 25
	Words ending -ly (ic)
Stage 3 Steps 22 
	ch making /k/
Stage 3 Step 26
	phon and sign
Stage 4 Step 28

	5
	Challenge words
Stage 3 Step 6
	Challenge words
Stage 4 Step 6
	Challenge words
Stage 3 Step 12
	Challenge words
Stage 4 Step 12
	Challenge words
Stage 3 Step 18
	Challenge words
Stage 4 Step 18

	6
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assessment
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)













	Years 3 and 4

	Year B – 2027/28

	
	Autumn 1
Focus: Prefixes
	Autumn 2
Focus: Common suffixes and word endings
	Spring 1
Focus: Adverbs and suffixes
	Spring 2
Focus: Word endings and suffixes
	Summer 1
Focus: Alternative sounds
	Summer 2
Focus: Spelling patterns and grammar

	1
	Prefixes il-, im-, ir-
Stage 4 Step 3
	Words ending -ation
Stage 4 Step 7
	Words ending -ly
Stage 4 Step 9
	Basic-ous words
Stage 4 Step 14
	y making /i/ 
Stage 3 Step 3
	Words ending – ation
Stage 4 Step 8

	2
	Prefix sub-
Stage 4 Step 4
	Words ending -sion
Stage 3 Step 31
	Words ending -lly
Stage 4 Step 10
	More complex -ous words
Stage 4 Step 15
	ai and aigh
Stage 3 Step 13
	Adverbs of manner
Stage 4 Step 23 


	3
	Prefix inter-
Stage 4 Step 5
	Words ending -tion
Stage 4 Step 20
	Words ending in -ly exceptions
Stage 3 Step 23
	-ious and -eous endings
Stage 4 Step 17
	ey makes /ai/
Stage 3 Step 15
	c before i and e
Stage 4 Step 26

	4
	Prefixes super-, anti- auto-
Stage 4 Step 29
	Words ending -cian
Stage 4 Step 22
	Adding suffixes to words ending in y
Stage 4 Step 16
	Words ending -sion
Stage 4 Step 21
	au making /or/ 
Stage 4 Step 19
	Words containing -sol and -real
Stag 4 Step 27

	5
	Challenge words
Stage 3 Step 24
	Challenge words
Stage 4 Step 24
	Challenge words
Stage 3 Step 30
	Challenge words
Stage 4 Step 31
	Challenge words
Stage 3 Step 32
	Possessive apostrophes 
Stage 4 Step 32

	6
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)














	Years 5 and 6

	Year A – 2026/27

	
	Autumn 1
Focus: Prefixes and silent letters
	Autumn 2
Focus: Words endings
	Spring 1
Focus: Homophones
	Spring 2
Focus: Word endings
	Summer 1
Focus: Alternative sounds
	Summer 2
Focus: Complex spelling patterns

	1
	Prefixes dis-, un-, over-, im-
Stage 6 Step 23
	Words ending -ant 
Stage 5 Steps 7

	advice/advise, licence/license etc.
Stage 5 Step 25
	Words ending -tious/ -ious
Stage 5 Step 1
	f spelt /ph/
Stage 6 Step 11
	Words containing -ough
Stage 5 Step 22


	2
	Prefix -over
Stage 6 Step 28
	Words ending -ent and -ence
Stage 6 Step 17
	aisle/isle, allowed/aloud etc.
Stage 5 Step 26
	Words ending -cious
Stage 5 Step 2
	ie after c  
Stage 5 Step 19
	Words ending in -er, -or and -ar
Stage 6 Step 20

	3
	Words with silent first letters
Stage 5 Step 16
	Words ending -able and -ible
Stage 5 Step 10
	bridal/bridle, heard/herd etc.
Stage 5 Step 27

	Words ending -cial
Stage 5 Step 3
	ei makes /ee/
Stage 5 Step 20 
	Words with hyphens
Stage 5 Step 31


	4
	Words with silent letters 
Stage 5 Step 17
	Words ending -fer
Stage 5 Step 15
	Cereal/serial, principle/principal, etc
Stage 5 Step 28
	Words ending -tial
Stage 5 Step 4
	i spelt /y/
Stage 6 Step 1
	Words that can be nouns or verbs
Stage 6 Step 33

	5
	Challenge words
Stage 5 Step 6
	Challenge words
Stage 6 Step 6
	Challenge words
Stage 5 Step 12
	Challenge words
Stage 6 Step 12
	Challenge words
Stage 5 Step 18
	Challenge words
Stage 6 Step 18

	6
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
	Review and Assess
(Teacher created)
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